Ohito-cho. Tagata-gun, Shizuoka-ken, .Japan (Received for publication March 2, 1973) In the course of our screening program for antifungal antibiotic, a new antibiotic, named botric acid, was isolated from the culture broth of a fungous strain M-0596 belonging Botrytis1). The molecular weight has been confirmed by the M+ ion at m/e 396 in the mass spectrum. The ultraviolet spectrum show a broad maximum at 328-.338 nm (E1%1cm , 1,410) in methanol and maxima at 235 mn (E1%1cm, 497) and 330 nm (E1%1cm 497) in 0.1 N NaOH. The infrared spectrum is given in Fig. 1 . The NMR spectrum (60 MHz in CDCl3) is illustrated in Fig. 2 .
Botric acid is soluble in acetone, ethylacetate, chloroform, dimethylformamide, dimethylsulfoxide, and alkaline water, slightly soluble in lower alcohols, and insoluble in nhexane petroleum ether and water. Botric acid is principally active against Candida and practically inactive against bacteria. The antimicrobial spectrum is shown in Table 1 .
Mice tolerated intraperitoneal injection with 250 mg/kg of botric acid, while intravenous injection with 125 mg/kg of the potassium salt caused delayed toxicity like streptothricin.
Many Botrytis species such as B. cinerea, B. fabae and B. elliptica have phytotoxicity3) but no toxin has been isolated from these fungi. Botric acid showed no effect on the germination and growth of raddish and Chinese cabbage at 10-500 mcg/ml.
The physico-chemical and biological pro- perties described above led us to conclude that botric acid is a novel antibiotic.
